
 

The current spell of cold weather did not stop the faithful from   turning 
up to support the annual Blessing of the Crib in Coventry City Centre on  
Sunday 28th November, the First Sunday in Advent, at 4pm at Smithford 
Way. Several well known Carols were sung and many of those shopping 
stopped to listen. The short service was led by Canon Garry Byrne and 
supported by the various Cathollic schools in Coventry  

Beatification of Cardinal Newman  

óThis is the real commitment of Advent: 
to bring joy to others. Joy is the true gift 
of Christmas, not expensive presents 
that demand time and moneyô These 
words of Pope Benedict taken from one his 
first Advent homilies in 2005 and guides this 
years Walk with Me journey of faith through 
Advent. Archbishop Longley writes in the 
introduction óThis is our first Advent using 
Walk With Me since the remarkable four day 
pilgrimage of Pope Benedict culminating in 
his visit to our very own Archdiocese for the 
Beatification of Blessed John Henry 
Newnman. The Holy Fatherôs visit reminded 
us of an important theme of Advent as he 
emphasised the link between the way we 
live this present life and honour the values of 
the Kingdom of God.ô ©Alive Publishing Ltd  

Welcome to this first edition of our Deanery Newsletter.  
Coventry is one Catholic Deanery comprising of 16 parishes. We have a strong sense 
of identity which comes from Coventryôs history as a medieval city with four great 
monasteries. His Grace, the Archbishop, chose to come to Coventry for the Mass of 
Thanksgiving for Pope Benedictôs visit and has said how much it pleased him. He will 
soon be making a whistle stop tour of all the churches in Coventry. We will, of course, 
show him this newsletter. Our thanks to Con McHugh for editing and producing it. 
 
 
Canon Garry Byrne, Dean of Coventry and Parish Priest  of St Osburgôs 

December 2010 Newsletter 

 

Annual Blessing of the Crib  

It had been raining for most of the night but 
nothing could dampen the spirits of the 70,000 
people from many nationalities in Cofton Park on 
19th September 201. . 
Pope Benedict XVI has sent a personal letter of 
thanks to Archbishop Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of 
Westminster and President of the Catholic Bishopsô 
Conference England and Wales, in which he 
describes his visit to the United Kingdom last month 
as "fruitful" and "such a success" saying that the visit 
afforded "unprecedented opportunitieséto build new 
relationships and to strengthen existing ones, 
including with representatives of other religions."  
Archbishop Vincent Nichols has praised Pope 
Benedict's visit to the UK as "something beyond 
words".   

 

 



 

 

ñA Priest from the Vatican Phonedò  
by Louisa Hopkins.  
The Coventry Catholic Choral Group, www.3cg.org.uk, 
meet every two weeks on Saturday by 6.00pm at Sacred 
Heart Harefield Road, Coventry. They perform songs by 
invitation to special religious or social occasionsé. 

Jaw-dropping news ï we stared at each other in complete 
disbelief when Nina announced at our Saturday evening 
practice that  

Well first of all, we thought it might be a joke or that they had 
phoned the wrong choir, perhaps there had been a 
misunderstanding? Then as more details came through over 
the next week or so, we began to realise that we were really 
being asked to sing two songs, very likely in the presence of 
the Holy Father and in front of an audience of thousands ï not 
to mention billions of people worldwide watching the telly! 
We selected a new song in a Cameroon dialect, Bagnante, 
and another in English. We decided on a uniform reflecting 
African culture, since so many members of the choir are at 
the moment of African origin. Jennifer and Benedette travelled 
to London to the market and bought enough cloth to have our 
uniforms made. Dorcas, who runs a shop called Abobo in 
Foleshill Road, came and measured us all and made beautiful 
uniforms for us. 
Our very grateful thanks are due to Fr Timothy Menezes, who 
had suggested our choir be involved in the first place, and 
who then went on to raise money for us from a variety of 
sources, including a mystery benefactor to whom we are very 
grateful, enabling us to book a coach and accommodation (at 
the Premier Inn, Harrow). Further generous donations from 
Sacred Heart Parish enabled us to buy an evening meal on 
Friday and breakfast on Saturday. As the Popeôs visit grew 
nearer, we were invited to talk about the choir on BBC Radio 
Coventry and Warwickshire. We sang a few lines from our 
songs and they asked if they could come and ósee us offô. 

and we assembled outside Sacred Heart Church, our base, at 
8.30am. BBC Radio CWR arrived and we sang for them. We 
boarded the coach and set off for London. On board were 20 
of us, as two members would meet us in London, Edwinôs set 
of drums beautifully painted for the occasion by Sandra. 
We arrived at Hyde Park for the dress rehearsal and passed 
through security. As we were shown to our dressing room we 
passed behind the enormous stage, surrounded by TV 
cabins, enormous boxes, ramps, steps, cables and attended 
by an army of crew.  We were sharing our dressing room with 
the London Gospel Choir. In other rooms were Carol 
Voderman, Liam off Britainôs got Talent, The Priests, a Polish 
Dance group, a Romany Group who looked beautiful in their 

traditional costumes and were really friendly.  We relaxed, 
practiced a bit, chatted and waited to be called. We were so 
nervous! Even though there was no audience today. We 
climbed the stairs and emerged into the vast splendour of the 
stage.  It was unbelievable!  We looked down onto the altar 
where the Pope would be tomorrow.  To our left was an 
orchestra and above them a mass choir.  Technicians and 
camera men were talking on headphones and a director 
looked serious, glancing quickly between his clipboard and 
the orchestra, the choiréus!  We arranged ourselves (very 
professionally because weôd practiced) in two rows. The 
director gave us the nod and we sang our songs. We 
wondered what it would be like tomorrow with thousands of 
people watching, and we were very glad weôd been able to do 
this rehearsal because we would probably have been stunned 
into silence if weôd met the sight of the stage for the first time 
on the day. 
We went back to Harrow to our accommodation and the 
restaurant did us a special deal so we could enjoy a meal 
together. Next morning we set off at 9.30am. We went for 
breakfast in Oxford Street before going into the park.  

They asked us a few questions about how we felt (loud 
cheers!) what it meant to us and then we sang Nkolo Limbié
live!  Some of the group had managed to let friends know 
thatôs what we were doing so we got almost immediate 
feedback from around the world.  People in Nigeria 
commented that it was good but our ódancingô was untidy ï 
they hoped we would practice this before the vigil!! 
We returned to the dressing room and began to get a bit 
nervous.  Finally security cars (from the Vatican entourage) 
began to turn up and then it was our go.   

We could see flags from all over the world and banners 
saying ówe love you Benedictô and óViva Papaô.  In front of the 
stage were loads of youth groups. Each group was dressed 
on one colour of the rainbow.  The effect was wonderful.  The 
youth groups chanted and sang and were parading flags 
across the stage at this point, with the mass choir singing a 
song every so often.  Everything was projected onto big 
plasma screens.  The Pope was now on his way from 
Westminster to Hyde Park.  It was our turn to sing ï we sang 
with every fibre of our bodies.  We sang for everything we 
wished for everyone ï our families, our friends, our parishes, 
absent friends. 
During the vigil we were seated on the stage behind the altar.  
We felt absolutely blessed and privileged to be there. The 
orchestra was absolutely fantastic, it really took our breath 
away. When the pope entered we felt a tremendous sense of 
peace and humility being so near to such a holy man, after all 
the preparations and apprehension about the day. The youth 
groups and crowd cheered and waved and the vigil got 
underway. It was very beautiful and prayerful and during the 
silent parts of the service, the whole park was completely 
hushed; you could hear a pin drop. 

We felt so honoured to have been involved and happy to have 
sung our songs without mistakes. None of us will ever forget 
the experience and we will always feel blessed by it.  We will 
always be very grateful to Fr Tony and the parishioners of 
Sacred Heart for supporting us down the years, and to Fr 
Timothy for putting us forward and helping raise the money. 
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Finally the day arrived Friday 17th September 

ó...a priest from the Vatican had phoned and asked if 
the choir could sing a couple of songs at the Papal 
Vigil in Hyde Park on 18th September....ô  what did 

we think? 

Once back in the dressing room, Sky News called 
wanting to interview us.   

We walked onto the stage and saw that the park 
was completely packed ï there were 80,000 people  

After returning to Coventry we felt absolutely elated!   

http://www.3cg.org.uk


 

The Chaplaincy of University of Warwick - 
Fr Prem Frernando  

The chaplaincy has its origin with the 
very birth of the university in 1964, with 
Lord Butterworth, the first Vice-
Chancellor having a keen interest in it 
and continuing there upon with the 
successive Vice-Chancellors. Fr. Louis 
McRaye one of the founding fathers of 

the chaplaincy who is still with us at 95, recalls the 
memories of celebrating mass at makeshift tents where 
the Rootes buildings are today. It is during his time and 
his initiative, together with his Anglican colleague and 
others that the chaplaincy came to be as it is today with 
the generous contribution of the mainstream Christian 
Churches; Catholics and Anglican Churches playing a 
major role, and the Jewish community having an 
important share in it.  
The ecumenical Chaplaincy is home to Catholic, 
Anglican / Free Church chaplains and a meeting place 
for many Christian faiths.  It is under a covenant of 
ecumenical partnership that recognizes and respects the 
chaplains as equal partners working in a team of equals.  
In a wider sense the chaplaincy is also home for 
Abrahamic religions with Jewish and Muslim worship 
areas and respective chaplains. Chaplaincy is a warm 
and welcoming place for all both staff and students with 
faith, any faith or none.  
It is a regular meeting place for students and staff of 
varying backgrounds for a whole vicissitude of activity; 
from regular religious services, scripture studies, prayer 
and reflection groups, debate and discourse on religion 
and current affairs, to a social space of enjoying a meal 
and interacting over a cup of tea or listening to music 
etc. In short it is not just a sacred space but also a 
market place for creative human thought, action and 
interaction, not excluding religion as a question but to 
the contrary, not been fearful in questioning religion and 
faith practices. In this way the chaplaincy posits a 
serious argument of religion to the wider university and 
itôs departments as a challenge to consider and a hub to 
interact.   
The Catholic community is thriving in Warwick and is 
one of the largest faith groups in the chaplaincy. There 
are a whole range of activity which is never and none 
exclusively to Catholics but always open for all with due 
demand for respect. It also as one of the largest faith 
groups on campus; takes the lead in interacting with our 
Christian brothers and sisters in an ecumenical spirit and 
building fellowship in the wider multi-faith environment of 
the university. Sunday Mass (12.30pm) is the center of 
all activity with a student attendance of over 150 each 
Sunday and a very vibrant service with an active student 
leadership and participation. We always welcome 
visitors and people from the local area to share our 
communion and share in our witness right in the heart of 
the University, ócome and seeô.  

Corpus Christi  
New to Coventry since July 2010 is Patrick Udoma. He 

replaces Fr Aidan McNamara. 
 

Hospital Chaplain  
Fr Michael Stack has 15 years experience working as a 

hospital chaplain the last 4 of which have 
been spent at the University 
Hospital  Coventry and Warwickshire 
NHS Trust (UHCW). The UHCW is one 
of the largest  teaching hospitals in the 
UK, comprising of University Hospital in 
Coventry and the Hospital of St Cross in 
Rugby. It specialises in many areas such 
Midwifery, Coronary Surgery and Kidney 

Transplants. It has over 30 Operating Theatres, over 1,000 
beds. I'm sure as you read this you too have visited 
somebody.  
The Role of the Catholic hospital chaplain is often  very 
demanding. It is 24hours, 7days, 365 days a year and in the 
main provides spiritual support for Catholics during their stay 
in hospital. You can expect to be treated with privacy, dignity 
and confidentiality by at all times.  
Fr Michael is on call for 24 hours a day for 5 days a week. Fr 
Michael has a very busy schedule often making more than 
one visit a day to answer a call to see a Priest. He lives at St 
Osburg's. When not on call other Priests within the Deanery 
support this role.  
Most of those Fr Michael sees go on to make a full recovery. 
During their time in hospital many people come to get to 
know Fr Michael. He administers the Sacraments as 
requested, Fr Michael enjoys establishing relationships with 
the patients and listening to their journey through life. Most of 
which is very interesting and occasionally some is sad. One 
of the more difficult parts of his role is dealing with the 
trauma of infant death. There is Mass every Sunday at 11am 
in the Faith Centre within the Hospital.   

St Patrick  
New to Coventry since 2009 is Fr Paul Edwards. St Patrickôs 

is a very friendly, welcoming church.  As well 
as weekend Masses (Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am), there is also a Mass most 
weekday mornings (times on newsletter), 
which is preceded by the Rosary and 
Morning Prayer.  Masses also take place on 
a regular basis with the children of St 
Patrickôs and SS Peter & Paulôs primary 

schools and at Cardinal Wiseman school and language 
college. More recently, St Patrickôs has been privileged to 
welcome members of the Sion Community into the parish.  
They are already bringing a great deal of joy and enthusiasm 
into the community, .www.sioncommunity.org.uk  
 

Our Lady of the Assumption  
Also new to Coventry since October 2010 is Fr. Louis Le Van 

Hong. He replaces Fr. Michael Ho Huu 
Nghia's as the new parish priest. He was 
assistant Priest at St Osburgs between 
1997 and 2003.  
The Parish Hall has recently been 
repaired and reopened on the 28th 
November after the11.00am Mass. The 
Mass was dedicated  to remember and 
pray for the deceased during the last 

year. It was the first time the parish was used to provided 
light refreshments for all their relatives and parishioners. In 
the afternoon the legion of Mary in Coventry used it for their 
day of recollection. Future bookings include a Christmas 
party for senior citizens on 16th December at 4.00pm. 
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St. Osburg  
Canon Garry Byrne 

The res to rat i on  
started on the 30 May 
and we are half way 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
restoration work on 
our Mother Church, 
St Osburgôs. It is now 

completely scaffolded up to the ceiling. 
The work of redecoration has begun in the 
sacristy. The beautifully designed roof 
structure and ceiling will be cleaned of all 
the considerable candle smoke and 
dust.  Everything seems sound except for 
the west wall above the choir which is in 
very bad condition, with a section of 
plaster ready to fall. The Statues and 
Stations of the Cross have been taken 
away for repainting and work is 
progressing on the new heating.  To date 
the work has cost £290,000. Father Garry 
will soon continue with the appeals in 
each parish.  
For more online information visit the 
deanery website. 

St. Thomas More  
Fr Timothy Menezes.  

The visit of Pope Benedict XVI became a much 
more special 4 days for many Catholics than they 
expected. People have spoken about how they 
werenôt too sure whether they would be very 
interested, but from the Popeôs arrival in Scotland on 
Thursday 16th September to his departure from 
Birmingham Airport on Sunday 19th, they were 
glued to the television, the internet and all the 
coverage that the visit was given. 

On National Youth Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King, our parish 
published a collection of memories from the young people of the parish 
who went to the Beatification Mass of Cardinal John Henry Newman, at 
Cofton Park on the Sunday morning. It is a beautiful set of stories, most 
of which speak about the wet morning but the sun coming out just as the 
Pope arrived. The age range of those who have written is 6 years old 
through to a 21 year old student. This little booklet of memories warms 
the heart now, but will hopefully serve as something for the archives for 
years to come. 

Parish Bazaar ï Local Footballer Gary McSheffrey opens the 
Bazaar. Thank you to everybody who once again gave of their time, 

their generosity, their parish spirit: young and old, 
people who have helped for many years, and those who 
came forward for the first time this year. A special word 
of thanks to all at St Thomas More Primary School for 
hosting the bazaar. Shown above are the winners of the 
auction for 2 CCFC tickets. 
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St. John Vianney  
Fr Jonathon Veasey 

The celebration of the 
Season of Advent began 
in earnest in St. John 
Vianney parish with an 
Advent Wreath making 
morning after Sunday 
Mass. More than twenty 

families enjoyed much fun together as they 
prepared a traditional Advent wreath as a 
decoration for their homes and also to be 
used during family prayer time each day 
during Advent. The children particularly 
enjoyed creating the designs and making 
sure that each wreath had the correct number 
of candles with the correct colours! 
Each day during the Season of Advent 
families will light the candles of the Wreath as 
they pray together the meditations from the 
walk with Me booklets. Catherine Carr who 
organised the event describes it as a positive 
way of helping families to pray together and 
keep the Season of Advent Holy. The 
creation of Advent wreathes is another 
initiative to help families pray together. During 
Advent children from St. John Vianney 
primary school have also shared a special 
Advent prayer bag with their families, giving 
lots of ideas of how to pray together as a 
family. 



 
St. Elizabeth  
Moses Pitya  

4th Annual African Day 
Celebrations at St 
Elizabethôs, 8th August 
2010. The parishioners 
of St Elizabethôs 
c h u r c h  i n v i t e d 
everyone to join them 
for their African Day 
Mass. The Mass was 
concelebrated by Rev. 
Paul Johnson (Christ 

the King Church), Rev. Sam Arul, Rev, Theolophilus, Rev. 
Moses Pitya (St Elizabethôs Church) and Rev. Deacon Gerry 
OôReilly (Christ the King). The main celebrant was Rev. 
Timothy Menezes from St Thomas More Church. The singing 
was led by the Coventry Catholic Choral Group. Members of 
the African community acted as escort for the Gospel and 

offertory processions.  
This Mass marked the 
launch of the St 
Elizabethôs Church 
Sudan Appeal which is 
being coordinated by 
the Parishôs Justice and 
Peace group. The 
Appeal is twofold. The 
first stage is to try and 
raise money to help 

orphans and other children that have been affected by the 
war with their schooling. The second stage is to run a project 
to help Fr Mosesô village with clean water, reusable fuel and 
building facilities. The Mass celebrated the diversity of the 
people of Africa as well as their unity in Christ. The bidding 

prayers were offered in a 
verity of languages. Rev. 
Timothy gave his greeting 
in Swahili then talked 
about us all being 
members of one global 
village. During his homily 
Rev. Timothy talked about 
St Elizabethôs appeal for 
sponsors for some of the 
c hi l d r en  f r om  the 

Redeemer Home in Uganda who will soon be moving onto 
boarding school.  
For the celebrations after the mass, which took place in the 
parish gardens and hall, we were joined by other local clergy. 
They included Cannon Tom Farrell (Christ the King) and Fr 
Jimmy together with the Sister from St Maryôs and St 
Benedictôs.  

Some of the young people dressed in traditional clothes sung 
to the crowd in the garden to start the celebrations. A small 
group of parishioners have been working hard to prepare a 
new garden and grotto next to the parish hall. Fr Moses 
blessed them after the 8:30 am Mass and welcomed people 
to use it as a place of prayer and meditation. 
A DVD of photographs of the Mass as well as some of the 
celebrations in the garden is on sale in aid of the children of 
the Redeemer Home in Uganda and other orphan or destitute 
children in the war torn South Sudan: cost £10. For more 
information please contact Fr Moses at St Elizabethôs Church 
in Coventry. It is the Centenary of the Parish of St Elizabeth's 
in 2012. Photographs taken by Lens Art Ltd Copyright Lens 
Art Ltd 

St. John Fisher  
Bob Wright  

The Coventry Intercultural Mass  took place 
on Sunday, 10th October 2010 at the 5.30pm 
at St John Fisher. Father Bob Wright 
welcomed his fellow Priests from Coventry, 
Fr Des Deveney, Fr Paul Edwards and Fr 
Ugochukwu, the Catholic Carribean 
Chaplain, the Birmingham Caribbean Steel 
band, members of the Kerala community and 

all the people who 
represented different 
cultures across the 
world. The Church was 
filled with people from 
so many different 
cultures sharing words 
of welcome in their 
native language and 
dress. The music and 
hymns represented the 

varying communities in our parishes. All celebrated in a spirit 
of joy and sharing. 
During his Homily Fr Bob spoke about the film óMiracle 
Workerô based on Helen Keller. Born 1880. It was not until 
she was 19 months old that she contracted an illness 
described that left her deaf and blind. The film is about the 
good work  Anne Sullivan does with her and how she taught 
Helen to communicate by spelling words into her hand. 
Father Bob mentions her spiritual searching in a double 
darkness and the finding of spiritual light.  Helen Keller made 
this remarkable statement "I thank God for my handicaps" 
she said, "for through them I have found myself, my work and 
my God. As Naaman the leper in our first reading and in the 
Gospel the healing of the ten lepers show how for those 
whose life may seem empty and hopeless can be 
transformed by that touch of God. Their faith in God saved 

them. In today's 
life we all have 
our own problems 
and worries, we 
may feel alone, 
like an outcast, 
but if we have 
Faith in God, the 
he will give rest 
for our souls, 
grant us peace in 
our hearts. And 

as a family of God, drawn from the corners of our world from 
various Countries and Cultures we can as brothers and 
sisters of Jesus help and support each other on our pilgrim 
journey through life. We celebrate that love in our Mass this 
night. The music was performed by the Caribbean 
Chaplaincy Steel Band who had travelled from Birmingham 
that included a very moving version of 'Majesty' at 
Communion and finished with 'Bind Us Together'. The Gloria 
was sung in Peruvian and a very colourful Offertory 
Procession and hymn was led by the Kerala community.  
Following Mass there were refreshments and a taste of 
different cultural food in the Parish Centre.  
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Holy Family  
Follow up to the Holy Fathers Visit.  His Grace, Archbishop 

B e r n a r d , 
c e l e b r a t e d 
Mass with the 
priests and 
people of the 
parishes of 
Coventry on 
Sunday 26th 
September at 
T h e  H o l y 
Family Church 
at 4pm. This 
w a s  a n 
occasion to 
thank God for 

the pastoral visit of Pope Benedict to our Diocese, and the 
Beatification of Cardinal John Henry Newman, and also 
acknowledge the contribution that the priests, people and 
schools of Coventry made to this historic event. His Grace 
presided from the Chair used by Pope Benedict, and made 
by the staff and pupils of Cardinal Newman School. He also 

used the 
c h a l i c e , 
which is 
P o p e 
B e n e d i c t ' s 
gift to our 
diocese, for 
the first time 
during Mass 
During his 
homily the 
Archbi shop 
referred to 

the four wonderful days of the Holy Fathers visit to the UK 
and in particular the unforgettable and grace filled 
experience of his presence in our diocese. He thanked all the 
many people who worked together so hard and effectively 
not only to make the Holy Fathers visit possible but also to 
make it the great success that it has proved to be. He 
thanked he pilgrim leaders, the parish co-ordinators and the 
many volunteers who generously gave their time as stewards 
and marshalls, in the choir and as medical 
volunteers.  Within Coventry he thanked Father Timothy 
Menezes and Canon Tom Farrell. The Mass was an 
opportunity to come together and thank our Lord for all that 

w e 
receiv ed, 
and ask 
gu i danc e 
on how we 
make this 
experience 
bear "fruit 
that will 
last" As 
well as the 
m a n y 
P r i e s t s 
f r o m 

Coventry Bishop Keney was present. Father Des Deveney, 
PP for Holy Family, also expressed his thanks to the 
Archbishop and said what an honour it was to have the chair 
used by the Pope in his Parish  

Christ the King  
Father Paul Johnson, Christ the King Assistant Priest. 

Understanding Our Catholic Faith. 
Pope Benedict, during his recent visit to 
the UK, encouraged Catholics to 
deepen their faith and to share this with 
the world in which they find themselves.  
Before setting out on this renewed call 
to share our faith with others many of 

us, perhaps, worry about the extent of our knowledge. Here 
at Christ the King we have, for some years now, been 
running a series of talks on Understanding Our Catholic 
Faith. During 2010-2011 we are focused particularly on 
Prayer and Spirituality.  Already there have been delivering 
talks on what we mean by prayer and spirituality; the prayers 
of Moses, Daniel and other Old Testament characters; 
prayer in the books of the Old Testament, including Tobit, 
Esther, the psalms and others and recently we looked at 
prayer taught by Jesus.  Over the coming weeks and months 
we plan to look at various spiritualities including Franciscan, 
Carmelite, Ignatian and others; spiritual masters of the 
Church including Thomas a Kempis, Francis de Sales and 
Dominic and we will be looking at prayer within our Catholic 
Tradition. 
Every Wednesday (generally during term-time) at 7pm we 

meet in the Library at Christ the King Church on Westhill 
Road (CV6 2AA) and you would be very welcome to join us.  
There are usually thirty to forty people and there is plenty of 
chance to discuss the points raised during the talks, often 
over light refreshments.  Whilst the talks do form a yearlong 
ócourseô many people drop in for individual sessions:  the list 
of forthcoming talks is on a poster at the back of Church. 
So why not take up the Popeôs invitation to share your faith?  
If you are feeling in need of deepening your faith, your prayer 
or your spirituality then you are sure of a warm welcome at 
our Wednesday talks.  We hope to see you there soon! 
 

St Joseph the Worker  
Father Michael Jordan 
Aged 82 and one of the oldest 
Pri ests i n Archdiocese of 
Birmingham  is  Fr Michael Jordan. 
He has  been a Priest for over 55 
years, 42 of these at St Joseph the 
Worker in Coventry. Fr Michael 
suffered a stroke, and has made a 
good recovery but his eyesight is 

effected. He is still working, and has  resigned and is waiting 
to retire. He still manages to go for an occasional bike ride 
and a daily walk. 
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 Childrenôs Page 

Across 
2. Counts down the days (6,8) 
4. Third candle lighted 
5. Third candle symbolizes 
8. A tree decorated with symbols representing the 
stories of people in Jesus' family tree (5,4) 
9. The primary Sanctuary color of Advent 
10. Lighted Christmas Eve or day 
Down 
1. What Advent means 
2. Symbol of Advent (6,6) 
3. First candle symbolizes 
6. Each candle represents this (3,4) 
7. Number of outer candles on Advent Wreath 

"And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son; 
and she wrapped 
Him in cloths, and 
laid Him in a manger, 
because there was 
no room for them in 
the inn."  ðLuke 2:7  
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Precious Blood & All Souls  
Sun 19 Dec 4pm Penance Service with visiting priests 
Fri 24 Dec Christmas Eve. 4.30pm Childrens Mass,  8.30pm 
Carols/ 9.00pm Mass 
Sat 25 Dec Christmas Day. 9.30pm Family Mass, 11.15am 
Solemn Mass 
 
Christ the King & Our Lady of Lourdes  
Tue 21 Dec. 7.00pm Penance Service with visiting priests. 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 5.30pm Carols/6.00pm Family 
Mass 8.30pm Carols/9.00pm Mass  
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 9.00am Mass,12.00pm Mass  
NB no 6pm Mass. 

St. Augustines (served by Christ the King  
Mon 20 Dec. 7.00pm Penance Service with visiting priests  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 7.00pm Carols/7.30pm Mass 
Sat 25 Dec. 10.30am Mass.  

 
Corpus Christi  
Fri 17 Dec. 7.00pm Penance Service with visiting priests  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 7.00pm Mass, 11.00 pm  Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day 10.30am Mass. 
 
Holy Family  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve, 11.15pm Carols/Midnight Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day 9 am Mass,  11am Mass.  
 
Our Lady of the Assumption  
Fri 17 Dec. 7pm Advent Penance Service 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve: 6.00pm Carols/6.30pm Mass,  
11.30pm Carols/Midnight Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day: 9.00am & 11.00am. 
NB No 5.00pm Mass 
 
Sacred Heart  
Tue 21 Dec. 7.00pm Penance Service. 
Fri 24 Dec.Christmas Eve. 4.00pm Childrenôs carols around 
the stable in the Hall. 8.30pm Carols and building the 
crib/9.00pm Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 9.00am Mass, 10.30am Mass.  
NB No evening Mass  
 
St. Anne  
Mon 20 Dec. 7.00pm Penance Service with visiting priests 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 6.00pm Mass, 9pm Mass 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 10.00am Mass 

Christmas Sacrament of Reconciliation and Mass times in Coventry 

St. Elizabeth  
Sat 18 Dec 11.00am Penance Service with visiting priests. 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve 6.00pm Mass, Midnight Mass  
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day 8.30am Mass, 11.00am Mass 
 
St. John Fisher  
Mon 20 Dec. 7pm Penance Service with visiting priests 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 5.30pm Carols/6.00pm Mass, 
Carols 8.45pm/9.00pm Mass  
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 9am Mass, 11am Mass 
NB. No evening Mass.  
 
St. John Vianney  
Tue 21 Dec. 7.30pm Penance Service with visiting priests 
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 7pm Mass, 11.30pm Carols/
Midnight Mass  
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 9am Mass, 10.30am Mass.  
NB. No Evening Mass 
 
St. Joseph the Worker  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 11.30pm Carols/Midnight Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec Christmas Day. 10am Mass. 
NB No evening Mass. 
 
Ss. Mary & Benedict  
Fri 17 Dec 7.00pm Penance Service with visiting priests  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 6.00pm Mass, 7.30pm Mass  
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 9.30am Mass, 11.30am Mass.  
 
The Most Holy Sacrament & St. Osburg  
Fri 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. Midnight Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 8.30am Mass, 10.30am Mass, 
12.15pm Mass. 
 
St. Patrick  
Wed 22 Dec. 9.30am Mass/10am Confession, 6pm Holy hour 
& Benediction, 6pm Confession, 7pm Mass  
Thur 23 Dec. 9.30am Mass/10am Confession, 7pm Mass for 
personal Christmas Intention 
Friday 24 Dec. Christmas Eve. 9.30am Mass/10am 
Confession 5.30pm Mass, 11.30pm Carols/Midnight Mass 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day. 10am Mass 
 
St. Thomas More  
Mon 20 Dec 7.30pm Penance Service with visiting priests 
Friday 24 Dec. Christmas Eve: 11.15 Carols/Midnight Mass. 
Sat 25 Dec. Christmas Day: 7.30am Mass, 9.00am Mass, 
11.00am Mass. 
Sun 26 Dec. 9am Mass, 11am Mass. NB No evening Mass.  
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Sacred Space  
www.sacredspace.ie invite 
you to make a 'Sacred 

Space' in your day, and spend ten minutes, praying here and now, 
as you sit at your computer, with  scripture chosen specially every 
day. 

A daily prayer 
session lasting 
about 10 minutes, 

designed for use on portable MP3 players, to help you pray whilst 
travelling. It is run by the Jesuits. Visit  www.pray-as-you-go.org  

On line - useful links  

All Souls 
Fr Michael Brandon. 

All Souls  have a very active Parish 
Pastoral Council which collaborates with 
Fr.Michael in the running of the parish.  
We are currently midway through a 
Catholic Alpha Course which is proving 
a great source of blessing.  
We are trying to work much more closely 
with our school and are very actively 

involved in the sacramental programmes. 
From last September we decided to give each of our 2 
Sunday morning Masses a distinct liturgical identity. 
The 9.30 Mass is a Family Mass supported by piano 
and guitars. The 11.15am Mass is solemn and 
traditional supported by organ and choir. The Papal 
Mass of Beatification at Cofton Park has been a 
particular source of inspiration to us. 

 

 

http://www.sacredspace.ie
http://Www.pray-as-you-go.org


 

Coventry Catholic Schools - links 
All Souls Catholic Primary School  024 76675836  www.souls.coventry.sch.uk   
Christ the King Infants School  024 76592047 www.king-inf.coventry.sch.uk   
Christ the King Junior School  024 763355790 www.king-jun.coventry.sch.uk 
Corpus Christi Catholic School 024 766454931  www.corpuschristi.coventry.sch.uk 
Good Shepherd Catholic School 024 76689392 www.shepherd.coventry.sch.uk 
Holy Family Catholic Primary School 024 76333631  www.holyfamily.coventry.sch.uk 
Our Lady of the Assumption 024 76466655  www.ourlady.coventry.sch.uk 
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 024 76453314  www.sacredheart.coventry.sch.uk 
SS Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School 024 76615665  www.ss-peter-paul.coventry.sch.uk 
St Anne's Catholic Primary School 024 76302882  www.st-annes.coventry.sch.uk/ 
St Augustine's Catholic Primary School 024 76596988 www.st-augustines.coventry.sch.uk 
St Elizabeth's Catholic Primary School 024 76687527 www.st-elizabeths.coventry.sch.uk 
St Gregory's Catholic Primary School 024 76445900 www.stgregorys-coventry.org.uk 
St John Fisher Catholic Primary School 024 76443333  www.st-johnfisher.coventry.sch.uk 
St John Vianney 024 76466332  www.st-johnvianney.coventry.sch.uk 
St Mary & St Benedict 024 76229486  www.stmary-stben.coventry.sch.uk 
St Osburg's Catholic Primary School 024 76227165  www.st-osburgs.org.uk 
St Patrick's Catholic Primary School 024 76612671 www.st-patricks.coventry.sch.uk 
St Thomas More 024 76412619 www.st-thomasmore.coventry.sch.uk 
Cardinal Newman  024 76332382  www.cardinalnewman.coventry.sch.uk 
Cardinal Wiseman  024 76617231 www.cardinalwiseman.coventry.sch.uk 
Bishop Ullathorne  024 76414515 www.bishop-ullathorne.org.uk 

On line - useful links for Coventry Schools 

Hopefully this newsletter will be produced two  or three times a year, and its purpose is  to let you know what is going on in and around 
all the Catholic Parishes in Coventry. Your News is Our News.  If you have an event or celebration that you would like included, please 
email along with any photographs. Email: admin@coventry-catholicdeanery.org.uk Website: http://www.coventry-
catholicdeanery.org.ukThe next edition may be printed. To Cover the costs to get printed  advertising space will be available. Email if 
you are interested or if you would to Sponsor a box. 

News from around the Parishes in Coventry Deanery 
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Focus on..... St Anneôs  
Fr Yen  

The Parish was formally established 1970, and the church opened on 14 
September 1978 (Feast of the Holy Cross). The Parish of St Anne, 
Willenhall, Coventry, lies at the south-eastern corner of the city. It is one of 
the smallest parishes in the deanery with St Anneôs Primary School serving 
the Catholic community.  The school is within walking distance of the 
parish Church.  

Some of the older parishioners are now members of their 4th parish without 
moving house.  As the city developed and spread, what was originally part 
of St Osburgôs near the city centre was sub-divided into St Thomas Mores, Corpus Christi and now St Anneôs. 

The church is the centre of community life, sitting among the houses of the parish, which it was built to serve. The parish has 
changed over the years becoming a multicultural one. The present parish priest Fr Yen from Vietnam is dedicated to the 
continuation of the parish, developing a deep and lasting relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer and love for one 
another. Parishioners realise he has a difficult job and offer their faith and support in any way they can. A dedicated team 

from St Anneôs School support the Childrenôs Liturgy Group on Sundays. Parishioners sponsor projects in India and Vietnam. 
On entering the church the octagonal shape gives one a feeling of cosiness and a drawing in to the fold. A warm welcome 
waits at the door and there is a chance to meet for refreshments and get to know fellow parishioners after Sunday Mass in St 
Joachimôs, the parish hall. 
Fundraising at St Anneôs is all about community spirit and bringing parish, school and wider community together to share in 
that spirit. A poor parish statistically, parishioners will inform you that their wealth lies in its people whose support to the 
parish is immeasurable. Visitors to the parish are left with an everlasting impression of warmth, friendliness and a hospitable 
people. 

Various social get-togethers occur during the year bringing the community together, starting with celebrating The Vietnamese 
New Year in February, and ending with The Senior Parishioners Party in December.  
During the preparation for the Silver Jubilee, parishioners drew up a wish list for the parish. Top of the list was and still 
remains the Consecration of St Anneôs Church. Over the past two years the Church has undergone some major repair work. 
A whole new roof, new heating and recently the car park resurfaced. The wish may seem to be getting further and further 
away but it binds the parish together as we strive for the future to fulfil the much longed for Consecration of the Church. 
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