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Easter Sunday 4th April 2010  
" GO-AHEAD FOR THE RESTORTION OF ST OSBURG’S The Diocesan 
Treasurer has given approval for us to undertake the Restoration of St 
Osburg’s. We have half the money needed for the internal work on the Church 
and can proceed with that, while we borrow the remainder. We are not at the 
moment however, in a position to build the toilets or improve the main 
entrance to the Church. But it is great news that we can start on the main 
work. There will be discussions with the builders and architects after Easter 
and I will tell you the programme when it is known." Canon Gary Byrne  
 
http://www.coventry-catholicdeanery.org.uk/ 



The vision is shown below: 



Sunday 23rd May 2010   
"Today the Feast of Pentecost, Our Last Sunday in the Church in its present condition. After all our patient waiting, work 
will now start on St Osburg’s this coming week. We ask the guidance of the Holy Spirit on our project. During the week 
we will move into the parish hall for Mass and the celebration of the Sacraments for the duration of the work, which is 
scheduled for 40 weeks. It will probably be February 2011 before we are back in the church. There will be no Mass or 
Eucharistic Service on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday as we move out of the Church.  " Canon Gary Byrne  



Saturday 30th May 2010 - Preparing the Way  
"Midland Conservation Ltd, moved on to the site at 6.30am Monday morning with the delivery of their office, toilets, and 
storage container; and security fencing. A plumber and electrician connected supplies for them. During the week the 
carpenters have been protecting the features of the church. On Tuesday the organ builders came and removed a 
number of the big pipes into the loft of the Parish Hall and sheeted the organ to protect it during the work. Sound 
engineers removed the sound system from the Church and reinstalled it in the parish hall. Unfortunately it was not 
possible to transfer the “Loop System”, but a new one will be installed in the Church. On Tuesday also, volunteers 
moved a number of the church benches into the parish hall. On Wednesday the temporary altar furnishings were put in 
place. On Thursday the first Mass was said and further work was done on the benches, and all the choir resources were 
carried over to the hall. On Friday the Statues of the Sacred Heart, and Our Blessed Lady, were taken down, washed 
and put in place in the parish hall. On Saturday, after the morning Mass, the first Baptism took place. All in all an eventful 
and happy week! 
We are indebted to those who made possible the move from the church to the parish hall. We especially thank Derek 
Woodward, supported by Veronica, who made the temporary altar, the tabernacle plinth, altered and covered the stage 
screen, and put up supporting shelves for the statues."  
One of the photographs on the following pages below shows Fr Garry sharing the church plans with James Brindley, the 
designer of the canal network. 
 
 



 



 



Week 2 - Saturday 6th June 
Work has continued during the week protecting the Statues, Stations and woodwork. A number of 
exploratory holes have been made in the floor as it is not of a uniform construction or level.  



Week 3 - Saturday 13th June 
Work has continued during the week protecting the Statues, Stations and woodwork. A number of 
exploratory holes have been made in the floor as it is not of a uniform construction or level.  
Work has continued during the week protecting the Statues, Stations and woodwork. A number of 
exploratory holes have been made in the floor as it is not of a uniform construction or level.  

 



Week 4 - Saturday 20th June  



Week 5 - Saturday 27th June  
This week the front altar has been dismantled and preparatory work done on the High Altar. The 
parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Redditch is interested in the front part of the High Altar. The 
stonemasons removed the square of stone over the relics to reveal a silver box, a little larger than a 
matchbox, with a red ribbon on it and sealed with wax. These relics will be placed in the new altar 
when it is consecrated  



Week 6 - Saturday 3rd July  
This week the High Altar has been carefully dismantled. Likewise the Baptismal Font which will be 
refurbished and replaced in front of the Lady Chapel. The asbestos removal people are working in 
the cellar of the house where the heating boilers are and the passageways for the pipes 
underground.  



Week 7 Saturday 9 July 
The asbestos removal people have finished in the boiler house and underground passageways and 
have moved into the church.  Most of the sanctuary floor has been taken up.  

 



Week 8 Saturday 17 July 
The asbestos removal people have now completed their work.  The stone flooring in the sanctuary is 
being removed in preparation for the underfloor heating  

 



Week 8 Saturday 17 July 
This week the big decision of the project was made. In consultation with the architects it was decided 
we would have a water based under floor heating system, the heat source being gas boilers housed 
in what was the confessional near the sacristy. Very serious consideration had been given to a 
ground source for the heat using bore holes. This would be environmentally friendly, renewable, but 
financially beyond our reach to install, especially as the Government has cancelled the Low Carbon 
Buildings Programme – Phase 2 funding for heat pump installation. A new concrete slab will be laid 
in the church, which will be insulated. If at a future date ground source heat became preferable, it 
could be linked to the new system. This week the heating pipes and radiators have been removed. 
On Monday work will begin on removing paint from the columns and restoring them to natural stone.  



Week 10 31st August 
Work began this week removing paint from the columns and restoring them to natural stone.  


